BOMBAY SAPPERS ASSOCIATION

NEWS LETTER 2010/1

1.
The last News Letter was issued on 21 Apr 2010 covering period upto 31 Mar 2010.  This letter is being issued to cover the events up to 15 Aug 2010.
2.
The present strength of BSA is Officers 1161, JCO 2239 OR 35206 (Total 38606).
3.
Mgmt Committee Meeting.  31st Management Committee Meeting was held on 23 Jul 2010.  The minutes of the meeting have been sent to all units and have also been placed on the BSA web site www.bsakirkee.org.
4.
Edn Scholarships.  The last date of receiving applications for edn scholarships is 31 Aug 2010.  The scholarships are available from 5th to 12th standard only.
5.
Edn Loan/Grant.  The last date of application has been extended till 15 Oct 2010.  Maj Gen AL Suri, AVSM (Retd) has informed BSA that the edn grant of Rs 1.00 lac will continue to be provided every year even after his demise.
6.
Distress Grant.  From 01 Apr 10 till 15 Aug 10, following grants have been given:-
(a)
Imdt Relief (Rs 5000/-) has been given to 15 widows on the demise of PBOR during service.

(b)
Rs 1,80,000/- have been given as Relief Grant to widows.

(c)
Rs 12,000/- have been given as normal distress grant. 
7.
Sapper Sarais.  While Sarais at Pune and Chandimandir are functioning properly, the Sarais at Delhi, Amritsar and Jallandhar are in advance stage of completion and are likely to become functional soon.
8.
Nodal Offrs.  Twenty Nodal offrs have been nominated at various stations by the Col Comdt.  These offrs will extend help to retd Bombay Sappers in and around those Nodal Stations.  The retd Bombay Sappers may contact them.  Their appt and addresses can be obtained from any Bombay Sapper unit.  Effort is on to nominated retd Bombay Sapper offrs to function along side Nodal offrs to boost their effort and provide continuity.  

9.
Liaison with Record Office.  BSA office can help progress cases of retd Bombay Sappers with the Record Office.

10.
Gurnam Academy.  The new session of Gurnam Academy has commenced.  It is heartening to note that the strength of the Academy now is 65 compared to 25 during last year.
11.
School Fees.  BSA is trying to provide school fees for deserving children of widows of Bombay Sappers through individual donations from retd/serving officers.  Maj Gen SCN Jatar (Retd), Col MM Bhushan, Col CJ Pal, Maj Dharmani, Cdr Warudi, Col IK Jaggi and  Maj Sachin Shinde have donated generously for the purpose.
12.
SBI Vehicle.  State Bank of India has donated Tata Sumo Grande MK II worth Rs 7.50 lacs for the welfare of Bombay Sappers.  The vehicle can be booked by any Bombay Sapper and is made available on payment.  The veh is being run at `No profit – No loss’ basis.
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13.
Heads of Committees.   Following offrs have kindly agreed to head the committees for subjects shown against their names:-

(a)
Col MB Sayanakar 

-  Edn Loan/Grant.

(b)
Col M M Bhushan

-  Edn Scholarship/Distress Grant.


(c)
Col R K Rampal

-  Sports Grants

14.
Welfare of Orphans.  Financial and other help is given to children of Bombay Sappers who, unfortunately, have become orphans and there is no one to support   them.

15.
Budget 2010-2011.  Budget allocation has been passed in 31st MCM held on 23 Jul 2010.  Details are available on our website www.bsakirkee.org.

16.
Job Opportunities.  Efforts are made by BSA to get jobs to retd Bombay Sappers.  Extracts of job opportunities are also displayed at our web site.  

17.
Services Preparatory Institute, Aurangabad.   Children of persons domicile of Maharashtra can obtain admission in this Institute after they pass 10th exam.  They are admitted in Govt College Aurangabad for 11th and 12th, and the Institutes prepares children to join NDA over these two years.  The fee is very nominal.  Entrance exam is held in Apr every year.   For details contact Tele No 0240-2381370.
18.
Scholarships for Minority Communities.  Scholarships and `Means-cum-Merit’ schemes are available for students of Minority Communities (Muslim, Sikhs, Christians, Buddist and Parsi) for pre-metric, post-metric classes and professional courses through Ministry of Minority Affairs Govt of India.  For other details, Information Booklets are available at BSA Offices at Pune and Chandimandir.  This information is also available at web site www.minorityaffairs.gov.in and at the Secretary, Welfare Dept of the respective State Govt.  (Addresses & Tele No given at web site).
19.
Donation by International Confederation, Chandigarh.  The confederation has given a donation of Rs 24,000/- to Miss Jaswinder Kaur D/O Smt Paramjeet Kaur who is widow of Late L/Hav Arjun Singh to persue here studies (2nd year B Sc). 
(S Dandekar)
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