NEWS LETTER 01/2013

1.
Strength of members who have paid membership fees, as on 31Mar 2013 is:-


(a)
Offrs
- 1,296

(b)
JCO
- 2,353

(c)
OR
- 38,659


Total
- 42,308
 Activities 
2.
Following activities were carried out since the issue of last News Letter on 19 Dec 2012:- 

(a)
38th MCM was held on 09 Feb 2013.

(b)
Following planned welfare activities were carried out till end of Mar 2013:-


(i)
Welfare grants were given as planned (Details are given at para 3).


(ii)
Employment opportunities to ESM and their dependents were provided.


(iii)
Replies were sent to the queries made by ESM and widows.


(iv)
BSA veh has been made use of by members.


(v)
All Sapper sarais are functional.


(vi)
Trg of dvrs, who have licenses for driving hy veh, was carried out by 


Mahindra-Navistar as Corporate Social Responsibility.

(vii)
Nodal Offrs were involved in all welfare activities and they provided immense support to BSA.
(viii) BSA web site (www.bsakirkee.org ) has been updated.
Summary of Grants till 31 Mar 2013
3.
Following grants have been given this year:-
(a)
Edn Scholarships were given to 545 children of 100 JCO and 445 OR.  The total 
amount given was Rs 3, 94,100/-.  In addition Rs 2,93,000/- were given to Gurnam Boys 
Academy for children of widows and orphans.
(b)
Grant to children of widows for edn was given to 299
children of 192 widows. The total amount given was Rs. 7,17,600/-.

(c)
Distress Grant was given to 22 persons. The total amount given was Rs 1.32 lacs.
(d) Imdt Grant was given to widows of those persons who expired during service.              A total amount of Rs. 1.60 lacs was distr to 32 widows till end of Mar 2013.

(e) Grant against Loan for Higher Edn (108 Engr Regt Scholarship) sponsored by          Maj Gen A L Suri, AVSM (Retd) was given to three children for engineering and one child for MBA.  Rs 1,05,600/- were given for this purpose.
(f) Sports Grant of Rs 50,000/- was given to two children.

(g)
Rs 12,500/- were given to one Paraplegic and Rs 20,000/- were given to QMTI Pune where Bombay Sapper Paraplegic get trg for rehabilitation.

Recognition of Army Trades for Jobs in Govt Depts
4.
BSA has been trying to get recognition to Army trades by the Govt departments so that our JCO/OR can apply for jobs against vacancies in Govt.  There did exist a Govt letter dated   03 Mar 1978, to that effect but since it was an old letter, it was not certain whether the letter is still an authority. Due to sustained efforts of BSA and Depot Bn, Ministry of Labour and Employment has validated that letter and also issued instructions that letters signed by Army authorities will be accepted by Central and State Govts to recognize our trade qualification as equal to those of ITI or NCVT (National Council of Vocational Training) . Detailed letters regarding this subject have been sent to all units.
Blood Donation to the Wife of a Bombay Sapper
5.
On 14 Feb 2013, wife of Ex-Spr Nacchattar Singh, a Bombay Sapper from the Punjab, required blood as she was very critical. Spr Nacchattar Singh contacted BSA office in the morning. BSA requested local Bombay Sapper unit to help the individual. By afternoon, a number of volunteers had donated the blood and a life was saved. It would have been difficult for the jawan to obtain blood on his own, as the lady was being treated in a civil hospital.
Pre- training to Children of Widows of Bombay Sappers
6.
Brig B K Kohli (Retd), Director Northern Region of BSA, has taken keen interest to impart some orientation training to children of widows before they come for enrolment in Bombay Sappers under Unit HQ quota. BSA is grateful to him and to the unit which has helped him.
Enhancement of Grant to Widows for Edn of Children
7.
Management Committee (MC) of BSA has decided that from financial year 2013-14, the edn grant of Rs 4,800/- per year will be given to those children of widows who are in standard  9th to 12th instead of Rs 2,400/-, as were being given thus far. There will be no change to the grant being given to children of widows who are in standard 1st to 8th.
Inclusion of New Sports for Sport Grant

8.
MC has decided that two new sports, that is Golf and Wrestling, will also be included in the SOP for grant of Sport Scholarship. The SOP has been amended.
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